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Welcome


I am very glad that you have chosen to be a part of the Central High School music program.  This handbook has been written for CHS orchestra members and their parents to provide information regarding the purpose, procedures, and activities of the program. A guideline of policies and regulations is also included in this handbook. Please read the handbook carefully, then sign and return the form on the last page.  I wish you much success in your musical endeavors.

Orchestra Grading Policy

Grading for orchestra uses the following percentage breakdown:

45% Major Grade

45% Minor Grade

10% Final Exam 

Honors Designation

A separate information sheet regarding Honors Orchestra is available the first day of school.  Students in Grades 11 & 12 are eligible for this class Students in Grade 10 may opt for honors designation with consent of instructor.  

Honors Grading Policy

Students in Honors Orchestra will be graded using the following breakdown.

60% Major Grade

30% Minor Grade

10% Final Exam
Extra Credit can be earned.  Extra Credit assignments will be made at the director’s discretion. 


Orchestra Equipment

1. Instruments


Your instrument is extremely valuable and proper care should be taken to maintain its value.  Should your instrument be in need of repair, check with the director before taking it to the shop. Never try to repair the instrument yourself, as you do not have the proper tools or skills required.  All instruments must have a permanent name tag. NO ONE SHOULD PLAY OR HANDLE AN INSTRUMENT THAT DOES NOT BELONG TO HIM/HER.

2. School-owned instruments


Students who play school-owned instruments should take the same care as they would their own instrument. The student is liable for damage due to negligence or carelessness and for loss, but not for normal wear. The student must always inform the director of any repairs that are needed.
3.  Instrument storage area


Every student will have access to the instrument storage area. This room is for instrument storage only.  Keep your area neat and clean.  Keep instruments on the shelves, not the floor.  Contraband items will be confiscated. No instrument should be left at the school over the weekend.

4.  Music and folders


Show the proper respect and care for your music and folder. All markings on the music should be made in PENCIL ONLY! You will be charged a FEE FOR ANY MUSIC DAMAGED OR LOST! Music will be charged at replacement value.

5.  Rehearsal room


This is your room and it should reflect your attitude toward the instrumental music program. Show respect and pride by keeping it neat and clean.

6.  Food and drinks


There will be no eating or drinking in the rehearsal room, hallway or instrument storage area. There will be absolutely no tolerance for gum, candy or soda in the facility. Do not bring it to class.

Orchestra Member’s Responsibilities

1. Be respectful of others: directors, guest clinicians, section leaders and your peers.

2. Show the proper respect and care for all music equipment, music, and instruments. You are responsible for replacing material that you damage, destroy or lose.

3. Regular attendance and participation is critical to your daily progress and development. Participation in rehearsals and performances outside normal school hours is a required part of the music program. Excused absences will be granted for personal illness and other extenuating circumstances. When possible, the student should give 14-day advance notice to the director(s) of any absence. Unexcused absences from class or from any rehearsal or performance may result in consequences such as a lowered grade or demotion.  

4. Regular practice is your responsibility in order to maintain daily progress. Set a realistic goal for yourself and work to achieve success. 

5. You are required to be at all orchestra concerts and performances. Remember you are an important part of the group.  You should regularly check the calendar at www.maroons.org.

Performance Attire

Concert Bands & Orchestra

Gentlemen will wear black dress shoes, socks, and pants with a white dress shirt and a dark tie. Ladies will wear black dress shoes – (NOT flip-flops), knee length or longer black skirt, or black pants, white blouse with neutral or black (preferred) color stockings.  Failure to comply with performance dress code may negatively impact your grade.
Jazz Bands & Combos

Jazz students will wear dress clothes:  shirt & tie for gentlemen; dress pants, dress or skirt for ladies.

Marching Band

In addition to the formal uniform provided by the band, students will also need to own black socks, khaki shorts and blue jeans.   Band t-shirts are included in the Marching Band fee and will be distributed to students.  Students are required to wear their marching band t-shirts under their marching band uniforms. From time to time, blue jeans or khaki shorts and a band t-shirt may be substituted for the formal band uniform.

Website & E-mail
The orchestra’s website is www.maroons.org.  This website provides a comprehensive calendar along with updated information and details for the entire Central Music Department.  Parents and students are strongly encouraged to visit our website and to sign up for e-mail by following the prompts.  E-mail is our primary means of communication.
Return this page by Friday, August 26, 2011
Student Name: _________________________
Grade (2011-2012)______________

Parent Name(s):_________________________
_____________________________

Student Acknowledgement

I acknowledge that I have received a copy of the 2011-2012 Student Handbook for the Champaign Central Orchestra Program.  I have read the handbook carefully and understand that I am responsible for adhering to the policies and procedures outlined in the handbook.  

________________________
___________

Student Signature


Date

Parent Acknowledgement

I have reviewed the 2011-12 Student Handbook for the Champaign Central Orchestra Program. 

________________________
___________

Parent/Guardian Signature

Date

