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Welcome

We are pleased that you have chosen to be part of the Central High School Band.  This handbook has been written for CHS band members and their parents to provide information regarding the purpose, procedures and activities of the band program.  A guideline of policies and regulations is also included in this handbook.  Please read the handbook carefully, then sign and return the form on the last page.  We wish you much success in your musical endeavors.

Band Grading Policy

Students enrolled in Concert Band, Symphonic Band, Wind Symphony and Marching band will be graded using the following breakdown.

45% Major Grade

45% Minor Grade

10% Final Exam

Honors Designation

A separate information sheet regarding Honors Wind Symphony and Honors Symphonic Band are made available the first day of school.  Students in Grades 11 & 12 are eligible for these classes.  Students in Grade 10 may opt for honors designation with consent of instructor.  

Honors Grading Policy

Students in Honors Wind Symphony and Honors Symphonic Band will be graded using the following breakdown.

60% Major Grade

30% Minor Grade

10% Final Exam

Band Equipment

1. Instruments -  Your Instrument is extremely valuable and proper care should be taken to maintain its value.  Should your instrument be in need of repair, check with the director before taking it to the shop.  Never try to repair the instrument yourself, as you do not have the proper tools or skills required.  All instruments must have a permanent nametag.  No one should play or handle an instrument that does not belong to him / her.

2. School – owned instruments – Students who play school-owned instruments should take the same care as they would their own instrument.  The student is liable for damage due to negligence or carelessness and for loss, but not for normal wear.  The student must always inform the director of any repairs that are needed.

3. Reeds & Accessories – Students are responsible for furnishing consumable products such as reeds, valve oil & slide cream.  Students may also be asked to purchase items such as mutes, when needed.

4. Instrument Storage Area – Every student will have access to the instrument storage area.  This room is for instrument storage ONLY.  Keep your area neat and clean.  Keep instrument cases on the shelves, even when your instrument is in use.  This will aid in better traffic flow and increased safety.  Contraband items will be confiscated.  No instrument should be left at the school over the weekend (except the obvious such as timpani, etc).  Central High School is home to hundreds of students.  With a lack of secured space (lockers), we must inform you that we (directors & school district) will not be held responsible for lost or missing items.

5. Music & Folders – Students are issued a large number of books and sheets of music, free of charge for use in the Central Band Program.  The directors take great care to insure that all parts & books are accounted for.  Students are responsible for turning in all issued books and music.  Any markings made on music should be with PENCIL ONLY.  Students will be charged a replacement fee for any damaged or lost music.

6. Band Room – This is your room and it should reflect your attitude toward the band program.  Show respect and pride by keeping it neat and clean and by helping to protect the contents of the room.

7. Food & Drinks – There will be no eating or drinking in the band room, hallway or instrument storage area.  There will be absolutely no tolerance for gum, candy or soda in the facility.  Do not bring it to class.

Band Member’s Responsibilities

1. Be respectful of others:  directors, guest clinicians, section leaders and your peers.

2. Show the proper respect and care for all band equipment, music and instruments.  You are responsible for replacing material that you damage, destroy or lose.

3. Regular attendance and participation is critical to your daily progress and development.  Participation in rehearsals and performances outside normal school hours is a required part of the band program.  Excused absences will be granted for personal illness and other extenuating circumstances.  When possible, the student should give 14-day advance notice to the directors of any absences.  Unexcused absences from class or from rehearsals or performances may result in cosequences such as a lowered grade or chair demotion.

4. Regular practice is your responsibility in order to maintain daily progress.  Set a realistic goal for yourself and work to achieve success.

5. You are required to be at all band concerts and performances.  Remember that you are an important part of the band.  You should be aware that circumstances often dictate changes in the schedule.  Please stay informed of these changes by subscribing to our email list and viewing our google calendar.  You may visit our website at www.maroons.org to sign up for email or to view the calendar.

Performance Attire
Concert Bands & Orchestra

Gentlemen will wear black dress shoes, socks and pants with a white dress shirt and a dark tie.  Ladies will wear black dress shoes – (not flip-flops), long black skirt (so that the knees do not show while sitting) or black pants, white blouse with neutral or black (preferred) stockings.  Failure to comply with performance dress code may negatively impact your grade.

Jazz Bands & Combos
Jazz students will wear dress clothes:  shirt & tie (sports coat or suit recommended) for gentlemen; dress pants, dress or skirt for ladies (again, you should be mindful that you are representing CHS – skirt length should be at the knees or lower).

Marching Band
In addition to the formal uniform provided by the band, students will also need to own black socks, gym shorts, khaki shorts and blue jeans.  Band t-shirts are included in the Marching Band fee and will be distributed to students.  Students are required to wear their marching band t-shirts under their marching band uniforms.  From time to time, blue jeans or khaki shorts and a marching band t-shirt may be substituted for the formal band uniform.

Website & E-mail

The band’s website is www.maroons.org.  This website provides a comprehensive calendar along with updated information and details for the entire Central Band Department.  Parents and students are strongly encouraged to visit our website to sign up for email by following the prompts.  Email is our primary means of communication.

Membership In The Central H.S. Bands

Wind Symphony
1. Membership by audition only.

2. Advanced performing group, which develops musical concepts and skills.

3. Performs at school functions, local concerts, festivals, competitions and graduation.

4. Private lessons are highly encouraged.

5. Section rehearsals and extra rehearsals may be required.

6. Students are assigned to perform at designated home basketball games in one of two pep bands.

7. Written work for in-class as well as homework will be assigned and count towards the students’ grades.

Symphonic Band

1. Membership by audition only

2. Intermediate to advanced performing group, which develops musical concepts and skills.

3. Performs at local and schools concerts.

4. Some extra rehearsals and sectionals may be required.

5. Private lessons are highly encouraged.

6. Students are assigned to perform at designated home basketball games in one of two pep bands.

7. Written work for in-class as well as homework will be assigned and count towards the students’ grades.

Concert Band
1. Membership is open to and CHS student.

2. Consists of beginning to intermediate students or those learning secondary instruments.

3. Performs at local and school concerts.

4. Private lessons are encouraged.

5. Students are assigned to perform at designated home basketball games in one of two pep bands.

6. Some extra rehearsals or sectionals may be required.

7. Written work for in-class as well as homework will be assigned and count towards the students’ grades.

Jazz Bands

1. Membership by audition only.  

2. Intermediate to advanced performing groups that meet outside the school day (typically 2 or 3 mornings per week).

3. Performs at concerts, jazz festivals and gigs.

4. Some sectionals and extra rehearsals may be required.

Jazz Combos
1. Membership by audition only.

2. Advanced performing groups that meet outside the school day.

3. Expected to perform at jazz festivals and gigs.

Pep Bands

1. All Wind Symphony, Symphonic Band and Concert Band Students will be required to participate and will be assigned to one of two pep bands.

2. Each band will perform at designated home basketball games.

3. Participation at pep band will be part of the student’s concert band grade.

Marching Band Class

Marching Band Class
Students enrolled in Marching Band earn P.E. credit towards graduation for the fall semester.  The band students are bussed to Centennial for rehearsal during the last class period and after school.  Practice ends at 4:00 at Centennial.  Students are bussed back to Central and usually arrive by 4:15.  Occasionally, there are delays due to late busses.  

From time to time it will be necessary for us to stay at Central for marching band due to weather conditions or other scheduling issues.  On those days, we will communicate via email and will hold rehearsal at Central until the end of the regular school day:  3:20 p.m.

Marching Band Assessments & Grades
Grades for marching band class are determined by 

1. Participation at all rehearsals and performances 

2. Being prepared for rehearsals by bringing the necessary materials for rehearsals such as:  instruments, music, drill charts, poker chips, lyres, athletic shoes, pencil & highlighter.

3. Memorization of Music

4. Execution of Marching

5. Writing projects, as assigned

Marching Band Attendance Policy
Attendance is taken at the beginning of class, rehearsals, and at every performance event.  Students are required to notify the instructors two weeks in advance for any planned absences.  Students are to use the planned absence form on the band website:  www.maroons.org.  Failure to communicate a planned absence will result in an unexcused absence.

Excused Absences
Illness:  A written note is not necessary if an absence has been cleared through the attendance office.

Family Necessity:  Including significant illness, family weddings or funerals & religious obligations.

Medical Appointments

Athletic & Other School Related Events:  Students may be excused from a band rehearsal or performance if it conflicts with a co-curricular, school-sponsored event.  If such a conflict arises, it is the responsibility of the student to communicate with their coach or sponsor and the band directors.  Performances and games should be given priority over rehearsals and practices.

Unexcused Absences

Work

Non-School sponsored events

Inconvenience:  such as transportation problems.  Please communicate any issues you have with the directors and we will work with you to solve them.

Sectional Rehearsals
Section leaders, in collaboration with the directors, may schedule weekly sectional rehearsals.  Sectionals are an important component to a successful marching band program.  

Football Game Performances  

Call times for marching band students varies, however, students should be available one hour prior to the start of the game.  Studetns meet in Centennial High School’s cafeteria with their uniforms on.  The marching band plays before each game, during the game and at halftime.  Please refer to the website calendar for the game schedule.

Marching Band Competitions
The marching band travels throughout the state of Illinois to participate in competitions on certain weekends.  Please refer to the band schedule for specific dates.

Fees

Marching Band Fees
Each member of the Marching Maroons is required to pay a $75.00 Marching Band Fee to help cover the costs associated with instrument maintenance and replacement, camp costs, color guard and percussion equipment, music, and other expenses.  There is also a Uniform Fee of $10.00. Marching shoes are required and are available for an additional cost.  Color Guard students have a different shoe requirement. The marching band fees are due at registration in August.  Students may use their booster student account credits to pay for Marching Band Fees.

Jazz Band Fees

Jazz students pay a $50.00 fee to participate in the jazz bands / combos.  Students are also asked to sell advertisements for programs.  These revenues help to offset the costs of busses, clinicians, and entry fees for competitions.

Auditions

Auditions for concert bands are held in May each year to determine concert band placement for the following year.  Audition materials for concert bands are generally available by the second week in March.

Auditions for jazz bands and combos take place near the start of the school year, with materials made available to students during registration.

Students who demonstrate exceptional work or those who decline in their progress may be reassigned to another part or scheduled into another band.  These decisions are made solely by the directors.

Return this page by Friday, August 26, 2011

Student Name: _____________________

Grade (circle)  9   10   11   12

Parent Names(s) ____________________

________________________

Student Acknowledgement

I acknowledge that I have received a copy of the 2011-2012 Handbook for the Champaign Central High School Band Program.  I have read the handbook carefully and understand that I am responsible for adhering to the policies and procedures outlined in the handbook.

​​​​​​​​​__________________________

___________

Student Signature



Date

Parent Acknowledgement

I have reviewed the 2011-2012 Handbook for the Champaign Central High School Band Program.

__________________________

___________

Parent/Guardian Signature


Date

